CULPABILITY

months before I became President, that Cal-
ai, a small hamlet about 100 miles northeast
en a Vietcong stronghold, and our forces had
ing to clear it out. Calley had his men round
yrdered that they be shot; many were left
ge ditch.
usable. But I felt that many of the commen-
o professed outrage about My Lai were not
1oral questions raised by the Calley case as
y it to make political attacks against the Viet-
had been noticeably uncritical of North Viet-
he calculated and continual role that terror,
ed in the Vietcong strategy was one of the
 of the entire Vietnam war. Much to the dis-
antiwar activists, this side of the story was
riptions of Vietcong policy and practices.
irtial sentenced Calley to life in prison at hard
s announcement was emotional and sharply
egrams arrived at the White House, running
7.
Ford® recommended in strong terms that I
der in Chief to reduce Calley’s prison time.
d been served by the sentence, and that now
1blic support for the armed services and for
ary consideration. I talked to Carl Albert and
. All of them agreed that emotions in Con-
favor of presidential intervention.
n April 1 and ordered that, pending Calley’s
d from the stockade and confined instead to
en this was announced to the House of Rep-
ontaneous round of applause on the floor.
rong and positive in the South. George Wal-
y, said that I had done the right thipg. Gov-
via said that I had made a wise dec151qn. Two
announce that I would, personally review the
sentence was carried out.
ntence had been reduced to ten years, with
as the end of that year. I reviewed the case

d)emocrat, was Nixon’s secretary of tl}e treasury in 1971;
ongressional representative from Michigan.
rvative Democratic governor of Alabama.
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as I had said I would but decided not to intervene. Three months after |
resigned, the Secretary of the Army decided to parole Calley.

I'think most Americans understood that the My Lai massacre was not
representative of our people, of the war we were fighting, or of our men
who were fighting it; but from the time it first became public the whole
tragic episode was used by the media and the antiwar forces to chip away

at our efforts to build public support for our Vietnam objectives and poli-
cies.

68
WILLIAM C. WESTMORELAND

From A Soldier Reports
1976

In his memoirs, General William Westmoreland, commander of United

States forces in Vietnam Jrom 1964 to 1968, recounts his role in the inves-
tigation of My Lai.

L4

In April 1969 the Department of the Army and a number of legislators
and government officials received letters from a former soldier who had
served in Vietnam, Ronald L., Ridenhour, alleging war crimes by Ameri-
can soldiers in an operation in March 1968, in the hamlet of My Lai
(referred to as “Pinkville”) in the village of Son My in Quang Ngai
province. Involved was a component of the Americal Division’s 11th
Infantry Brigade.

Despite the obvious sincerity displayed by Ridenhour, I found it
beyond belief that American soldiers, as he alleged, engaged in mass mur-
der of unarmed South Vietnamese civilians. I directed an immediate
check with MACV headquarters in Saigon. When the MACY inspector
general reported that something untoward might have occurred, the
Inspector General of the Department of the Army began an immediate
investigation, which was subsequently pursued by the Army Criminal
Investigation Division. It resulted in charges against four officers and nine

William C. Westmoreland, A Soldier Reports (New York: Doubleday, 1976), 375-80.
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